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NEWSLETTER #3

WHAT IS A PUBLIC ACCESS TEST (PAT)?

The Public Access Test (PAT) for service dogs typically consists of a series
of and scenarios designed to gauge a dog's behavior, obedience, and
suitability to work in public settings. While the specifics may vary
depending on the organization or trainer for the test, the following are
common elements and expectations often included in the PAT:

1.

2.

Obedience Commands: The dog should demonstrate proficiency in
basic obedience commands such as sit, stay, down, come, and heel.
Controlled Entry: The dog should enter and exit a building, vehicle, or
other public space in a calm and controlled manner without pulling on
the leash or causing disturbances.

. No Aggression: The dog should exhibit no signs of aggression towards

people or other animals.

. Walking on a Leash: The dog should walk on a loose leash without

pulling, lunging, or exhibiting unruly behavior.

. Public Etiquette: The dog should remain calm, well-mannered, and

under control in various public settings, including crowded areas, shops,
restaurants, and public transportation.

. Distraction Response: The dog should remain focused on its handler

and tasks despite distractions such as noises, crowds, other animals, or

food.

. Situational Handling: The dog should be able to navigate through

doors, elevators, stairs, and other common obstacles encountered in
public places.

. Assistance Tasks: Depending on the specific service tasks the dog is

trained for, the PAT may include evaluations of the dog's ability to
perform these tasks in real-world scenarios.



Overall, the PAT is administered to assess the dog's readiness and ability
to behave appropriately, follow commands, and provide assistance to its
handler in a variety of public environments. A well-trained service dog
should be reliable, obedient, and capable of working effectively in
different situations to support its handler's needs.

It is important to strive for this level of training for your service dog
because passing the PAT ensures that your service dog is well-behaved,
properly trained, and able to assist you effectively in public settings. A
well-trained service dog not only enhances your independence and quality
of life but also helps promote positive attitudes towards service dogs in
public spaces. Additionally, having a well-trained service dog can help
prevent potential issues or conflicts that may arise from uncontrolled or
misbehaving dogs in public places.

While not everyone may have access to formal testing resources, working
towards this level of training through consistent practice, socialization, and
obedience training is essential for ensuring that your service dog can
perform its duties reliably and responsibly in various environments.
Wishing you a wonderful reading experience!
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